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First Binational Beneficial Use Impairment Re-designation  
in the St. Clair River Area of Concern 

 
The St. Clair River Area of Concern (AOC) now has one less beneficial use impairment (BUI) to 
 restore as the “Tainting of Fish and Wildlife Flavour” BUI has been assessed and found to be 
“not impaired”.  The St. Clair River is one of 43 Areas of Concern found throughout the Great 
Lakes basin. 
     
The St. Clair River was designated an Area of Concern in 1987 under the Canada–United 
States Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. Areas of Concern are sites on the Great Lakes 
system where environmental quality is significantly degraded and beneficial uses are impaired. 
Currently, there are nine such designated areas on the Canadian side of the Great Lakes, 25 in 
the United States, and five (including the St. Clair River) that are shared by both countries.  
 
In each Area of Concern, government, community and industry partners are working together to 
restore environmental quality and beneficial uses through a remedial action plan. The St. Clair 
River re-designation of the “Tainting of Fish and Wildlife Flavour” BUI to “not impaired” status 
represents the first such achievement from a binational AOC.  
 
In 1995 the St. Clair River AOC identified this beneficial use impairment as requiring further 
assessment due to reports from the early 1990s of fish and wildlife from the St. Clair River 
having an odd smell or taste.  Pollution reduction regulations, source control programs, and 
remedial actions have addressed significant sources of pollutants known to cause or contribute 
to tainting, and recent surveys of over 300 anglers and hunters present a weight of evidence 
that any concern around this issue no longer exists.  
 
The decision to re-designate this Beneficial Use Impairment to “not impaired” status was 
reached through consensus with the Remedial Action Plan (RAP) partners, and was endorsed 
by the St. Clair River Binational Public Advisory Council (BPAC), the Aamjiwnaang and Walpole 
Island First Nations.   
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Quotes 
 
“This is a significant step towards improvement and recovery in the St. Clair River AOC.  There 
is much work still to be done in order to restore other beneficial uses of the St. Clair River but 
through continued commitment and cooperation of all our partners, more successes can be 
expected in the coming years.” 
Patty Troy-US Chair, St. Clair River Binational Public Advisory Council 
 
“The many years of work are paying off. We are starting to see the benefits of the efforts and 
investments of our dedicated partners. It is gratifying to see the river respond positively to the 
rehabilitation efforts that we have implemented over the past decades. I look forward to more 
announcements like this one in the coming years.” 
Kris Lee-Canadian Chair, St. Clair River Binational Public Advisory Council 
 
For more information on this and other Great Lakes Areas of Concern visit our website: 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/Publications/default.asp?lang=En&xml=A0CA45AA-4987-40E1-8037-
5B6A6657ABB9 

 
For more information on this event please contact 
Canadian Contact: Kris Lee-Canadian Chair 519-892-3813 

U.S. Contact: Patty Troy-US Chair 810-984-5736 

 

 


