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Maple Syrup Festival

GLASI Grant Approved

About 700 people visited the A.W. Campbell
Conservation Area to experience demonstrations of
syrup production from times past. Tours included
a story of how maple syrup was discovered by our
First Nations people who later taught pioneers
the wonders of this important staple. The festival
was held March 19 - 20. The Alvinston Firemen’s
Association provided the traditional pancake and
sausage meals at the Alvinston Community Centre.

St. Clair Region Conservation was recently awarded
a three year grant from Ontario Soil and Crop
Improvement Association under the Great Lakes
Agricultural Stewardship Initiative (GLASI) Education
and Outreach Component. This grant is to increase
awareness of social, environmental and economic
implications for agriculture related to soil health,
water quality, and pollinator health in our watershed.
Funding for the three years is $56,190 and will go
towards education and outreach including workshops,
bus tours, social media, and attending farm events.
In February we hosted a Soil Health workshop in
Alvinston with Peter Johnson from Real Agriculture.
Peter spoke about soil testing and how to interpret soil
analysis results with 31 local farmers. Upcoming plans
include a postcard mailing to nearly 2,500 landowners
in our watershed and a bus tour in August, with
agriculture speakers and champion landowners.

A Soil Health workshop was held with Peter Johnson from Real
Agriculture. Peter spoke about soil testing and how to interpret
soil analysis results with 31 local farmers.
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“working together for a healthy environment”

Foundation Supports Conservation
Authority
The St. Clair Region Conservation Foundation raises
funds to support programs and projects for the
Authority. The Foundation recently held its Annual
General Meeting and elected Duncan Skinner as
President and Norm Giffen as Vice President.
In its budget, the Foundation committed $92,000
in donation to support the following Conservation
Authority Programs:
• Conservation Education - $50,000
• Scholarships - $3,000
• Memorial Forest - Tree Planting - $7,000
• Trails - $6,000
• Platform/Docks - $8,000
• Biological Monitoring Program - $5,000
• Conservation Intern Position - $8,000
• 3-D Mapping Project - $5,000

Fish Monitoring
With support from programs such as the Ontario
Trillium Foundation and the Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, SCRCA staff have been able to complete fish
community surveys in a number of subwatersheds
including the Plympton Shoreline Tributaries, St. Clair
River Tributaries, Cow and Perch Creeks, Black Creek,
Bear Creek Headwaters, Lower Bear Creek, Lower East
Sydenham, Middle East Sydenham, and the Sydenham
Headwaters.
Highlights from 2015 sampling:
•
15 sites were sampled in the 9 subwatersheds
listed
•
approximately 4,000 fish were examined
•
approximately 40 fish species were identified
(there are approximately 160 freshwater fish
species in Ontario with the Sydenham being home
to at least 82 of these species).
The purpose of fish community surveys is to gain
important information on fish species distribution and
watershed health which is reported every five years
through our Watershed Report Cards.

Sydenham River Canoe Race
Paddlers, whether they’re competitive or fun-loving,
will enjoy the annual Sydenham River Canoe and
Kayak Race. The 43rd annual race will take place on
April 17. The race begins on Mosside Road just west of
County Road 79 north of Cairo and features 11 classes
and three different race lengths. All classes finish at the
Shetland Conservation Area on Bentpath Line (County
Road 2).
This event is co-sponsored by the St. Clair Region
Conservation Authority and its Foundation.
Participants are being asked, on a voluntary basis, to
seek sponsors for their efforts. The funds raised will
be used to help support outdoor education for school
children in the St. Clair region.
In the 7 km races, the classes are Recreation –
Competitive, Recreation – Lazy River, V.I.P., Touring
(the over 50 crowd), and Kayak – Novice. The 12 km
races include Men’s Amateur, Kayak Amateur, and
Open (Ladies and Mixed). The 16 km races include 3
expert classes – Men’s, Mixed and Kayak. The race is
sanctioned by the Ontario Marathon Canoe and Kayak
Racers Association. Participants must supply their own
canoe or kayak and safety equipment.
Trophies are presented to all first place winners and
ribbons are given to the second and third place
winners in each class. In addition, the top fundraiser
will receive a trophy. Registration for the race is from
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and all races begin at 11:20 a.m. In
the event of poor weather, please listen to local radio
stations or call 882-2399 for a message. To download a
poster and sponsor sheet visit www.scrca.on.ca

Next Conservation Authority Board Meeting
Thursday, April 21, 10:00 a.m.
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