Conservation Update
St. Clair Region Conservation Authority
Funding Approved for Water & Erosion
Control Infrastructure (WECI) Projects
The St. Clair Region Conservation Authority has been
approved for $713,000 in funding from the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Forestry for nine Water and
Erosion Control Infrastructure (WECI) projects.
This funding will support shoreline protection projects
in Brights Grove and Courtright and will enable repairs
to be made to the McKeough Dam, the Esli Dodge Dam,
and the weir at the L.C. Henderson Conservation Area.
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Spring Tree Planting Underway
SCRCA crews planted more than 73,000 trees on 29
properties this spring. The trees arrived in mid-April and
three crews worked hard to get all of these trees in the
ground in a short four week planting period. The crews
used tractor mounted planting machines and where
the planter could not be used, they planted by hand. An
additional 6,400 trees were distributed to 41 landowners
to plant themselves. More than 800 trees were ordered
for our large stock tree program, half of which were
purchased by the Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston. For
their landowners, the municipality offers a tree planting
initiative where they subsidize $2 per tree planted to a
maximum of 20.
This year, about $150,000 has been secured by the
SCRCA through multiple funding sources in order to
offset the cost of the trees, planting operations, and
long-term vegetation control for most landowners
taking part in the program.

Fish Monitoring in the St. Clair River Area
of Concern
View of the W. Darcy McKeough Floodway

Long Weekend Kicks Off Camping Season
Victoria Day weekend helped kick off what promises to
be another great camping season! Our campgrounds
were full to capacity. Thanks to the assistance of our
volunteer camper associations, a number of events will
be held at the campgrounds this summer including
crafts and games for kids, adult bingo and wagon rides.

So far this spring, biology
staff have performed fish
sampling at eight sites
in the St. Clair River Area
of Concern (AOC). Our biologists caught 40 different
species and a total of 4,119 fish. Fish Species at Risk
(SAR) like the Blackstripe Topminnow and Spotted
Sucker (pictured above) were found at four of the eight
sampling sites. These fish monitoring efforts in the AOC
are supported by the Ontario Trillium Foundation.

A number of improvements have already been
completed including washroom renovations and
upgrades to the hydro panels, roads, and trails.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Check out our website at www.scrca.on.ca

“working together for a healthy environment”

Great Lakes Student Conference

Schoolyard Greening Project

In an effort to increase Great Lakes literacy the
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change funded
a Great Lakes Student Conference organized by St.
Clair Conservation with Lambton Kent District School
Board (LKDSB) staff. Students from four LKDSB high
schools attended the conference where they had the
opportunity to learn about issues surrounding the
Great Lakes, possible career paths, and explore cultural
connections. We would like to thank the workshop
leaders for participating and contributing to the success
of the conference:
• Pollutech
• Aamjiwnaang First Nation
• Sciensational Snakes
• Return the Landscape
• St. Clair Conservation biology staff
• Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs

Lambton Public Health and St. Clair Conservation
partnered for a schoolyard greening project called
“Tomorrow’s Greener Schools Today – Lambton.”
Together we planted trees with elementary school
students to teach the children about sun safety and
to encourage environmental stewardship. Once the
trees mature they will
provide shaded areas on
playgrounds, protecting
children from harmful UV
radiation.
In our first year of this
initiative, five elementary
schools in Lambton County
submitted proposals and
all five proposals were
accepted. A total of 40
trees were planted with
kids across the county. This
project was made possible
through funding from the
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation.

Aquatic BioBlitz
Authority Chair, Steve Arnold, offered opening remarks at
the student conference.

Our biology department held an aquatic Species at
Risk BioBlitz with children at the Coldstream Library. TD
Friends of the Environment Foundation; Environment
and Climate Change Canada – Species at Risk Habitat
Stewardship Program; and the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry’s Species at Risk Stewardship
Fund provided funding for this event.
If you are interested in participating in a BioBlitz this July
contact Kelli Smith at ksmith@scrca.on.ca or visit our
website for more details.

St. Clair Region Conservation staff helped Waste
Management with biological inventories to attain their
Canadian Wildlife Habitat certification. A highlight was
a pair of calling Bobolinks. The Bobolink is a medium size
songbird found in grasslands and hayfields. It is considered
“Threatened” in Ontario because Bobolink populations
have declined considerably over the past century.

www.scrca.on.ca

Aamjiwnaang Earth Day Celebration
SCRCA staff participated in Aamjiwnaang’s Community
Earth Day celebrations. Information was shared with
community members on the St. Clair River Remedial
Action Plan and a number of Conservation Authority
programs including the unique and valuable wildlife
found within our watershed, our programs to protect
Species at Risk, critical habitat, and vulnerable
ecosystems.

St. Clair Conservation together with Ontario Nature
is working to inventory the recently secured 193 acre
Sydenham Nature Reserve. Together the groups hosted
a two-day BioBlitz sponsored by TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation. This giant sycamore tree is just
one of many biological treasures located on the site known
for its tremendous aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity.
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Dennings Memorial Forest Dedication
Sydenham River Canoe and Kayak Race
Thanks to a beautiful day, 86 canoes and kayaks
participated in the 43rd annual Sydenham River Canoe
and Kayak Race on April 23. Thanks to all those who
made donations, we raised $3,284 for Conservation
Education. Dick Buchanan and Jack Inch won the award
for the most money raised and the fastest time for the
17 km competitive race was won by Oliver McMillan and
Chris Prater at 1 hour 22 minutes and 52 seconds. Our
sincere thanks to all who participated.

The Dennings Memorial Forest Dedication was held on
Sunday May 28 at Centennial Park in Strathroy, over 250
people were in attendance. A tree was planted in tribute
of the families’ loved ones. Donations received from
Dennings support our forestry and education programs
at St. Clair Conservation.

Duncan Skinner, President of the St. Clair Region Conservation
Foundation, provided remarks at the dedication.

Next Conservation Authority Board Meeting
Thursday, June 22, 1:00 p.m.
A.W. Campbell Conservation Area
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